Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 153 K; mean (C-C) = 0.001 Å; R factor = 0.045; wR factor = 0.140; data-to-parameter ratio = 25.1.
In the crystal structure of the title compound, C 12 H 12 N 2 , the molecule is twisted around the central C-C bond, with a dihedral angle of 8.32 (5) between the mean planes of the pyridyl rings. The crystal structure is stabilized by arene stacking interactions, with a distance of 3.81 (1) Å between the ring centroids.
Related literature
For related literature, see: Boag et al. (1999) ; Kraft et al. (2005) ; Leighton & Sanders (1987) ; Alcade et al. (2007) ; Boghala et al. (2005) ; Braunschweig et al. (2006) ; Diskin-Posner et al. (2005) ; Kryschenko et al. (2003) ; Lynch et al. (1999) ; Yaghi et al. (1995) . Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ).
Experimental
Symmetry code: (i) Àx þ 2; Ày; Àz þ 1.
Data collection: APEX2 (Bruker, 2004) ; cell refinement: SAINT-NT (Bruker, 2004) ; data reduction: SAINT-NT; program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXS97 (Sheldrick, 2008) ; program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXL97 (Sheldrick, 2008) ; molecular graphics: ORTEP-3 (Farrugia, 1997) ; software used to prepare material for publication: SHELXTL (Sheldrick, 2008) .
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Comment
The preparation of I was carried out according to the literature procedure (Leighton & Sanders, 1987) . The title compound represents a derivative of 4,4'-bipyridine, which is widely used as a bifunctional bridging element for the synthesis of supramolecular assemblies which may be based on hydrogen bond interactions (Lynch et al., 1999 , Boghala et al., 2005 or metal coordination complexes (Diskin-Posner et al., 2005 , Kryschenko et al., 2003 , involving catenanes (Alcade et al., 2007) , rotaxanes (Braunschweig et al., 2006) and metal-organic frameworks (Yaghi et al., 1995) . In the crystal the title molecule adopts a slightly twisted conformation (see Figure 1 ), the mean planes of the hetero -aromatic rings make 8.32 (5) 
